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THEPILL ® is thrilled to announce Leyla Gediz’ second solo show with the gallery in parallel to the
16th Istanbul Biennale.

The seminal exhibition 'Denizens' investigates how displacement, as an “epoché”, reflects back on the notions
of place and community, placement and place-making, the setting of an unstable place, the settling and
unsettling of a community across multiple places.

Coined in the mid-19® century in response to the growing international circulation of people and objects, the
term denizen described a new kind of non-essentialist belonging that was independent of “natural” roots in the
form of blood and/or birth right, to designate people and beings that belonged by simply living, inhabiting or
frequenting a particular place.

In Leyla Gediz’ composition this diasporic-being reaches far beyond the legal and political duality of citizen

/ denizen, to suggest a level playing field between objects and images, supportt structures and paintings, tool-
beings and people allowing the term “denizen” to expand from the most bureaucratic sense to the realm of
aesthetics.

As usual in Leyla Gediz’ pictorial practice, painting and installation - employed as virtually inseparable media -
construct a mode of representation which modifies the viewer’s experience of painting as a result.

Gediz’ “Denizens” is about recomposing the world from the standpoint of what is usually held off the frame,
in a painting or an image or in an exhibition, with attention directed towards what constitutes the support of
painting as practice, maintained in displacement. It is about defining a place through the margins, taking as
point of departure diasporic and nomadic realities carried by bodies, people, images, objects and tools alike,
while bringing the frame, the mold and the software themselves to the center of focus.

The exhibition gathers a new body of work spanning from works on paper, paintings, assemblages and
installations to performance.

The artist invited Deniz Pasha, a Sudanese-Turkish artist to collaborate on the performative work "Shelf

Life" which will be revealed the day of the opening. Deniz Pasha’s work will also be included within the
exhibition playing a singular role in the partition.

A comprehensive essay entitled "The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers” by writer, curator and art critic Ash
Seven will be published and available to the audience.

A cycle of performances will be held additionally at the gallery on September 12th.

Leyla Gediz' latest works acquired by the Vehbi Ko¢ Foundation will be on view at ARTER Museum for
Contemporary Art on the occasion of the inaugural exhibition ' Words Are 1ery Unnecessary' curated by Selen
Ansen.

Leyla Gediz was born in Istanbul in 1974. She lives and works in Lishon where she relocated two years ago.

Gediz occupies an important place in the field of contemporary art in Turkey for her groundbreaking research on painting as a
contemporary practice. She completed her MA in Visnal Arts at Goldsmiths College (London) and a BA in Fine Art at The
Slade School of Fine Art, UCL (London) after attending Stadelschule fiir Bildende Kiinste in Frankfurt and the Chelsea College
of Art and Design in London. She has been widely exchibited and her work is included in prestigions private and public collections.
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THEPILL ®,Leyla Gediz'in galeri ile ikinci kigisel sergisini duyurmaktan mutluluk duyar.

'Denizens' sergisi, bir "e pokhé" olarak yer degistirmenin, yere ve topluluga, yerlesme ve yer kurmaya, istikrarsiz
bir yer kurgusuna ve yerli bir toplulugun yerlesme ve yersizlesmesi temalart iizerine odaklantyor.

19. Yiizyil ortalarinda artan uluslararasi insan ve nesne dolasimi dolayisiyla ortaya ¢ikan denigen (ikamet eden kisi,
bir yerin sakini) terimi, kan bagi ve/veya dogum yeti gibi “dogal” sayilan koklerden bagimsiz olarak, yalnizca
orada yasadig, oturdugu ve stk sik orada bulundugu i¢in ait olan kisi veya varliklari ifade eden, 6zci olmayan
yeni bir tlr aidiyeti tanimlar.

Leyla'nin diizenlemesinde ise, diaspotik varolus, vatandas/ denizen hukuki ve siyasi ikiliginin 6tesine uzanarak;
nesneler ve imgeler, dayanak yapilar ve resimler, alet-varliklar ve insanlar arasinda kosul esitligine dayanan bir
oyun alani 6neriyor. Ve denizen terimi olabilecek en burokratik anlamdan, estetik sahaya dogru aciliyor.
Leyla'nin “Denizens” sergisi, bir resimde, bir imgede ya da bir sergide, ¢ercevenin ¢ogunlukla disinda birakilanin
bakis acisindan, yer degistirme halinde stirdiriilen bir resim pratiginin dayanagini olusturan seylere yoneltilmis
bir dikkatle, diinyay: yeniden bir araya getirmekle ilgili. Bir yeri dis kenarlarindan hareketle tanimlamak;
bedenler, insanlar, imgeler, nesneler ve aletlerin benzer sekilde tasidiklar diasporik ve gbgebe gergekleri ¢ikis
noktast olarak almak ve bu esnada ¢ergeveyi, kalibi ve yazilimi odak noktasina yerlestirmekle ilgili.

Sergi, kagit, resim, asamblaj ve enstalasyon ¢alismalardan performansa uzanan yeni eserler barindirtyor.

Sanatgi ayrica, Sudanh-Tirk sanatct Deniz Pasha ile ortak tasarladiklari " Raf Omri’ baslikli performans
calismasini izleyici ile bulusturacak ve sergide, yine Deniz Pasha’ya ait bir graviire yer verecektir.

Eszamanlt olarak galeri, yazar, kiiratér ve sanat elestirmeni Ash Seven'in "Yabancilar Arast Uzun Streli
Samimiyet" isimli makalesini yayinlayarak izleyici ile paylasacak..

12 Eylil tarihinde galeride ek bir performans programi diizenlenecek.

Leyla Gediz'in Vehbi Ko¢ Vakfi koleksiyonuna dahil olan son eserleri ise, Selen Ansen'in kiiratérligiing
tstlendigi 'Kelimeler Pek Gereksiz' sergisi ile ARTER'de yer alacak.

Leyli Gediz, 1974 de Lstanbul'da dogdn. Caligmalarin: 2016'dan beri 1izbon’da sirdiriyor. Gediz, diretimi ve pratigi ile
Tiirkiye giincel sanatinda dnemli bir yer tutuyor. Sanatg, gorsel sanatlar iizerine MLA derecesini Goldsmiths College'de (Londra),
BA derecesini ise Frankfurt taki Stadelschule fiir Bildende Kiinste ve Londra’daki Chelsea College of Art and Design’a devam
ettikten sonra Slade School of Fine Art'ta aldr.

Cegsitli platformlarda genis bir sekilde sergilenen Gediz'in bircok prestijli izel ve kurumsal koleksiyonda eserleri bulunmaktadzr.
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